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For whatever reason, I have always loved preaching about the New 
Year. Somehow, the idea of a fresh start or a new beginning is 
hardwired into my soul. I love the idea of setting new goals, setting 
one’s sites on new horizons, or simply starting over after what may 
have been a bad year.  

I haven’t met anyone yet who has said to me that they want 2018 to 
be exactly like 2017. Everyone wants the New Year to hold and deliver 
on the promise of something better. I sympathize with the sentiment 
and want the same for myself. HOWEVER, while not wanting to 
sound like a prophet of doom, there will be many who have in the 
coming year exactly what they had in the previous. Why do I say that? 
Because they’ve done nothing to change their behavior or their 
environment.  

We’ve all heard the definition of insanity: “doing the same thing over 
and over again, expecting different results.” The fact is, our decisions determine our direction, and our 
direction determines our destiny. If we want to change our destination 
and wind up in a different place by the end of 2018, it must begin 
with a change of mind and thinking. The choices we make will 
determine where we eventually wind up. There’s no escaping that. 

I have shared a simple axiom over the years, both in my teaching and 
preaching ministry as well as at the Bible College where I serve as a 
professor. Let me say it two different ways for emphasis. If you can 
control what a person thinks, you can control what they believe, and 
if you control what they believe, you control how they behave. If you 
control how a person behaves, you control them. Certainly, the 
enemy of our souls wants us to think in such a way that will keep us 
where we are, or worse, cause us to regress in our journey. However, 
let’s look at this positively. If we can change how we think, we can 
change what we believe, and if we can change what we believe, we 
can change our behavior. Again, if we can change how we behave, we 
can change our destiny. 

This edition of Connecting Point is a little different. Three main 
feature articles will cover three different steps we all need to take if 
we are going to let go of where we are and move forward into the 
future God has for us. Paul detailed these three steps and said they 
were each part of a single resolution he had made in order to attain 
God’s best for His life. We can do the same. If we want to wind up in 
a better place at the end of this year, we simply must.
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CONNECTING POINT, PAGE 3

A change of direction requires a change in thinking. If we 
believe we’re on the right road, we’ll see no reason to 
change direction. Until we’re willing to challenge our 
assumptions, things will continue as they have. That may 
be fine if you’re satisfied with the direction you’re going, 
but it seems to me that many are frustrated with either 
the direction in which their lives are headed or their lack 
of direction altogether. Something has to change 
upstream  in our thinking if we want things to change in 
our lives. Too many have been stuck in the same place for 
years, either because of the fear of change, the lack of 
knowing how to affect that change, or that change is even 
an option for them. 

This is where the apostle Paul can help us. Paul made a 
resolution which he details in our text above. 
Interestingly, while he says, “but one thing I do,” he goes 
on to enumerate three distinct steps. I believe Paul is 
telling us that if we leave any one of the three steps in this 

process out, we have failed to do that one thing which is 
necessary to apprehend God’s best for our lives.  

The first step Paul mentions is forgetting. Since each step 
is equally necessary in the process, it may be wrong to say 
that there is one step more important than another, but I 
do believe that failure to forget is where many people lose 
out. First of all, we must explain that in this context we’re 
not talking about forgetting in the same way we forget 
why we came into a room or forget an appointment. This 
is a more purposeful forgetting that requires an act of the 
will. Our background does not have to determine our 
foreground, but in order to move forward there are some 
things we need to learn to forget. 

All of us have experienced failure on some level. We know 
that in order to move on, we have to let those failures go. 
A quarterback who just through an interception can’t 
keep obsessing on that one bad throw and still move 
forward with a winning mindset. In fact, the very first

Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay 
hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count 

myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are 
behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal 

for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:12-14)

Moving forward necessitates letting go 
of where we are. Whether the 
memories are good or bad, living in 
them can keep us frozen in time.
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thing the coach may tell him is, “Look, just forget it. You 
have a game to win!” Likewise, there are some things we 
must simply choose to let go. If we don’t — if we hold 
onto them in our memory — they will cripple us in life 
and make moving forward very difficult.  

For some, the issue may, in fact, be a past failure. Maybe it 
was a failed business venture, a neglected marriage that 
came to an end, or hurt they caused to those they loved. 
For others it may be the hurt they themselves unjustly 
endured at the hands of another. Either way, whether it is 
remorse for a less than successful season, personal sin, or 
the desire to see justice done to those who hurt us, we 
must learn to let go if we want to move forward into the 
future God has for us. 

It’s not that God does not take our sins seriously. He took 
them so seriously that He sent His only Son to die for us 
that the price of sin could be paid. However, we do no 
justice to Christ’s sacrifice by wallowing in our past 
failures when the price He paid and the suffering He 
endured to cleanse us were so great. That price was paid 
so that our sins could be washed away and our conscience 
cleansed (see Hebrews 9:14). 

Likewise, we cannot change what happened to us at the 
hands of others, but we can choose to not let their 
wrongful actions control our lives. Unforgiveness does 
nothing to punish the perpetrator but its eats away at our 
own soul, leaving us cynical, bitter, and unhappy, not to 
mention, stuck in the past. The scriptures even tell us that 
such negative emotions will affect our physical health (see 
Proverbs 17:22 & 18:14). Forgiving those who have 
wronged us does not condone what they did, but it 
releases us from the burden of our past, allowing God to 
work on both ends of the situation. This is not to trivialize 
the tremendous pain that some have endured. It seems 
there is no limit to man’s capacity to do evil to his 
neighbor, and the pain is even worse when it comes at the 
hands of those who should have cared for us, but no 
amount of chewing on past injustices will bring the 
healing we seek. Only God can do that, and He will, if we 
are only willing to let go. 

For some, the memories may not be painful, per se. Rather, 
it’s the nostalgia of a pleasant, prior season that keeps 
them from moving forward. Sometimes it’s easier to 
reminisce, sitting on the porch in a rocking chair looking 
through the photo album of by-gone days, than to move 
forward, especially if that means moving on without the 
companionship of someone we’ve lost along the way. 

Certainly, there’s nothing wrong with taking those fond 
memories with us, but we mustn’t let them become fetters 
that hold us back from moving into God’s continuing 
purpose for our lives. 

To quit moving forward because of past memories is to 
believe God cannot bring us to a good place again. It’s the 
devil who wants to rob us of such hope by telling us that 
our future cannot overcome — or compete with — our 
past. We know better, for with God all things are possible. 
Besides, very often the idyllic past we remember involves a 
kind of selective memory that fails to recall the challenges 
those seasons brought with them. 

Again, it’s a simple fact that we cannot go to a new place 
without leaving where we are. There are two great 
examples to illustrate this from the pages of scripture: one 
negative and one positive. First, we’ll look at the negative. 

By the mighty hand of God’s deliverance, Moses brought 
the children of Israel out of Egyptian bondage. However, 
while they came out of Egypt physically, they never really 
let go emotionally or spiritually. There was still a kind of 
umbilical cord tying them to their former slave home. 
When the going got tough the people of God got whiney. 
At every difficulty they grumbled against Moses, asking 
why he had brought them out of Egypt only to die in the 
desert. Instead of looking toward the promise of a better 
tomorrow, they were stuck on the familiar and dependable 
rhythms of their past life— despite the fact that it was one 
of slavery.  

Their incessant complaining revealed a lack of faith in 
God’s purpose and provision, and it ultimately cost them 
their promised inheritance. With the exception of Joshua 
and Caleb, the entire generation that came out of Egypt 
with Moses died, never seeing the land God had given 
them. It would take a new generation, who did not have a 
history to look back on and would keep their eyes forward 
to the promise, to inherit what God has provided. 

This idea of looking back is found elsewhere in scripture 
as well. In the book of Hebrews, the writer tells of the 
great heroes of faith who inherited God’s promises. It says 
of them, “And truly if they had called to mind that country 
from which they had come out, they would have had 
opportunity to return. But now they desire a better, that is, 
a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God, for He has prepared a city for 
them” (Hebrews 11:15-16). These great men were the 
antithesis of the children of Israel who had come out of  
                                        This article is continued on page 6…
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Feel like God has something for you to do?  
He does! Begin the journey of a lifetime! 

‣ Why not today? 
‣ If not, why not? 
‣ If not now, when? 

There’s no time like the present! 
Contact Summit Bible College for a free 
catalogue!

“Now, perhaps more than ever, the Church must rise to the 
challenge of communicating the gospel to a nation adrift, 
without moorings or moral compass. This cannot be done 
through argument alone, but through a demonstration of 
the life and love of God lived out through the Church as a 
witness to the world.”   
                                            Author, Randy Lane Bunch                                                     

This collection of devotional essays by Dr. Randy 
Bunch, will inspire, challenge, and inform you. The 
simple message of the gospel is truth for the ages and 
the answer for all mankind. While this was once taken 
for granted in our nation, it is not so any longer. The 
strident message of relative morality promoted by our 
increasingly secular culture has presented a new 
challenge to the church in America.  

Part apologetics, part Bible teaching, and part 
homespun tales with a message to warm the heart and 
inspire faith, IMMUTABLE: Changeless Truth for a 
Changing World will help you to start thinking about 
how to engage the culture with the timeless truths of 
God’s Word. You can order online from Amazon, 
Barnes & Noble, Apple iBooks, or go to the book 
website at randylanebunch.org! Get your copy today!
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Egypt. These heroes of faith had their eyes so fixed on 
God’s future promise that it enabled them to even look 
beyond their earthly inheritance to an eternal, heavenly 
home. Unlike the children of Israel, there was no 
backward glance. They esteemed God’s promise as 
infinitely greater than what they had left behind. 

By contrast, we read in Genesis of Lot and his wife, who 
were commanded by the angels to leave Sodom and 
Gomorra before destruction rained down upon the wicked 
cities. They were explicitly told not to look back, but Lot’s 
wife, whose heart was still tied to where she had been, 
looked back and was turned into a pillar of salt (Genesis 
19:26). Though she came out of Sodom, she had not let go, 
and she ended up sharing in the fate of the doomed city. 
Likewise, in a very real sense, many are frozen in place due 
to a backward glance that signals an unwillingness to let 
go of what is behind them. This is not the example we 
want to imitate.  

Fortunately, there is a positive example for us to follow. 
Joseph’s story is recorded in the book of Genesis, chapters 
37-50. It’s worth the read and records Joseph’s circuitous 
route to greatness. Though greatly loved by his father, 
Jacob, he was despised by his brothers who sold him into 
slavery, claiming that a wild beast had killed him.  

From the pit in which he was cast, he was sold by the 
Ishmaelites to Potiphar, captain of Pharaoh’s guard. 
Though he prospered as manager of Potiphar’s house, he 
was falsely accused by the captain’s lust-filled wife and 
wound up in the King’s prison. Once again, Joseph’s gifts 
caused him to ascend to a place of responsibility as he 
proved himself indispensable to the keeper of the prison. 

It is here, while in the service of the jailer, that Joseph 
meets the king’s butler and baker. Joseph interprets their 
dreams for them, which come to pass as he had predicted. 
Though he asked the butler to speak to the king on his 
behalf, the young man was once again forgotten — but not 
by God. In the process of time, God moved Joseph into 
position to interpret the dream of Pharaoh as he had that 

of the butler and baker. Joseph was able to warn the king 
of the interpretation of the dream which signified a 
coming drought that would cause the years of plenty to be 
swallowed up and forgotten. With the dream, Joseph 
demonstrated wisdom by giving the king a fourteen year 
economic plan to save his people from starvation. 

Joseph prospered in the service of Pharaoh, but the key to 
his success, both for the land of Egypt and in the purposes 
of God, is revealed in a couple of verses in chapter 41 of 
the story. 

“And to Joseph were born two sons before the years of 
famine came, whom Asenath, the daughter of Poti-Pherah 
priest of On, bore to him. Joseph called the name of the 
firstborn Manasseh: ‘For God has made me forget all my 
toil and all my father's house.’ And the name of the second 
he called Ephraim: ‘For God has caused me to be fruitful 
in the land of my affliction.’” (Genesis 41:50-52) 

Joseph’s first born son was named Manasseh, which 
means “to forget.” His second son was named Ephraim, 
which means “fruitful.” Not only had Joseph suffered 
much injustice, but he also had plenty of time in prison to 
nurse those hurts had he chosen to do so. Instead, Joseph 
chose to forget. It was only because Joseph could let go 
that he could be fruitful where God had placed him. The 
proof of this, of course, was seen when his brothers came 
before him, sent by their father, to purchase grain from 
Egypt. Foregoing a seemingly justifiable opportunity for 
vengeance, Joseph chose to forget past wrongs and see the 
providential hand of God in his coming to Egypt.  

What is it that you need to forget? What do you need to let 
go of regarding the past? The past is a great place from 
which to learn, but a terrible place to live, and God will 
not visit you there. He is not interested in nursing old 
hurts or watching you wallow in condemnation for things 
long past. Even if you have wonderful memories, with God 
there is the hope of even a greater tomorrow. So, don’t get 
stuck in the wilderness of either regret or nostalgia, but 
move forward into the promised land God has for you!

CONNECTING POINT  
RADIO BROADCAST
1410 AM KERI , BAKERSFIELD, CA  
SATURDAY, 1:30-1:45 PM 

Dr. Randy is part of the Wilkins Radio Network family. 
Please listen in and send us your feed back. We would 
love to hear from you!
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Paul’s second step in his process of reaching God’s 
highest and best is Reaching. Let’s face it, what good does 
it do to let go of the past if we have no certain future to 
head toward. There’s an old saying that goes like this: “If 
you don’t know where you’re going, any old road will get 
you there.” Having a better year in 2018 requires a clarity 
of direction and purpose. 

A familiars verse to many of us is Proverbs 29:18 which 
begins, “Where there is no vision, the people 
perish…” (KJV). The New King James Version says, 
“Where there is no revelation, the people cast off 
restraint.” In other words, “If you have no certain, God-
given goal into which you can channel your time and 
energies, they will be squandered in the pursuit of nothing 
in particular.” That is where millions of people are living 
right now! There’s no sense of a transcendent purpose. 

Reaching means moving forward, but we need something 
to motivate and guide that movement. We need to build 
momentum in our lives, both inwardly as well as 
outwardly. So, let me ask you, “What are you excited 

about?” What is it that motivates you to get up in the 
morning? I’m not just talking about some man-made goal 
directed toward one’s own self aggrandizement. I mean, 
what has God put in your heart like a GPS, steering you 
toward His purpose for your life? 

I know what some of you are going to say. “I just don’t 
have anything in my heart stirring me like that!” Yes, as a 
matter of fact, you do. The problem is that it may be 
buried. Whether we know it or not, God has a calling and 
purpose for each and every one of us. As Paul tells us, “For 
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared ahead of time for us to 
do” (Ephesians 2:10 CSB). These good works are not so 
much for us to determine as they are for us to discover. 

God’s calling on each of us is unique, and each of us have 
gifts given to us by Him to accomplish His purpose. That’s 
not to say that we are to sit around doing nothing until we 
discover God’s big picture for our lives. On the contrary, 
the first thing we need to do is simply get out of neutral. 
Neutral is non-committal. It will move forward or 

Reaching 
Step Two

“You know that in a race all the runners 
run, but only one gets the prize. So run to 
win! All those who compete in the games 
use self-control so they can win a crown. 
That crown is an earthly thing that lasts 
only a short time, but our crown will never 
be destroyed. So I do not run without a 
goal. I fight like a boxer who is hitting 
something--not just the air. I treat my body 
hard and make it my slave so that I myself 
will not be disqualified after I have 
preached to others.”  
(1 Corinthians 9:24-27 New Century Version)



backward, depending on the direction from which the 
pressure is being applied. There are plenty of ways in 
which we can serve that require no special call. In fact, it’s 
easier to direct a moving object than to get a stationary 
one moving. So, get moving! Go to church, get in a Bible 
study, teach a Bible study, help set up chairs, volunteer —
anything! As you do so, you will likely begin to discern the 
areas of service best suited to your gifts. 

“As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, 
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. If anyone 
speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone 
ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God 
supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion 
forever and ever. Amen.” (1 Peter 4:10-11) 

We all have something to contribute. God has given us all 
gifts to invest into the work of the Kingdom of God. When 
we’re serving in our sweet spot, God is glorified by His gifts 
finding expression through our lives. If we’ll listen and be 
discerning, we can often hear those gifts speaking to us, 
directing our service in the way of our God-given abilities. 
It’s important to learn to listen to your heart in these 
areas. Let me tell you a story that will illustrate this. 

One of my oldest and dearest friends just finished writing 
his memoirs. For some time after his college years, he 
served with a ministry overseas, smuggling Bibles into 
communist countries. The stories are fascinating to listen 
to; full of intrigue and suspense. God had been stirring his 
heart for some time leading up to this, but he didn’t know 
exactly what God wanted him to do. 

One day, he received an invitation to go to a meeting 
where a person from Brother Andrew’s ministry, Open 
Doors, was speaking. Open Doors had been smuggling 
Bibles, Christian materials, and other resources to the 
persecuted Church for many years. As my friend heard the 
stories of the efforts of those from Open Doors and the 
plight of those suffering for their faith behind the Iron 
Curtain, his heart began to burn. This was what he had 
been looking for! However, when he looked around the 
room, expecting the others present to be equally engaged, 
he could see that many were not moved in the same way 
he was. Why? Because not everyone shares the same 
calling, and our hearts will speak to us along the lines of 
God’s purpose for our lives. In fact, we have to be careful 
that our “burden” does not make us myopic, only seeing 
value in that area of service to which we are called. That’s 
why Paul warns us, “And the eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I 

have no need of you’; nor again the head to the feet, ‘I 
have no need of you’” (1 Corinthians 12:21). All the parts 
of the body are needful, and we will all be pulled toward 
God’s chosen function for our lives, but we must 
appreciate all the members of the body and realize that 
they supply a function for which we may not be gifted. As 
Paul goes on to say, this provides a balance and value to 
every member of Christ’s body. 

There is more to say than we have room to write, but this 
issue of momentum is so vital that I want to leave you with 
a few things that can begin to get you moving forward. 
Remember, when a rocket lifts off, the greater part of the 
fuel is used up just getting off the launching pad, so get as 
much working for you as you can! Here are some things 
that I believe will help you. 

Create the right environment around yourself. The 
company you keep will determine both our attitude and 
our altitude. As we say sometimes, “Friends are like 
elevators: they will take you up or down.” Put more 
seriously, “We will never rise above the level of our 
associations.” This is why we are told to go to church (see 
Hebrews 10:24-25). We are to encourage others in their 
walk as well as receive encouragement from others who 
share our passion for God (see 1 Corinthians 15:33 and 
Proverbs 13:20). 

Nurture your relationship with God. Regardless of what 
we are called to do, it must flow out of our relationship 
with God. Fruit comes from connection — the branch 
with the vine. So does spiritual fruit (see John 15:5). Being 
busy for God is not the same as being fruitful. Keeping 
our relationship with God primary will ensure that we are 
keeping our motives pure and relying on Him rather than 
fulfilling our own ambitions in our own strength. As the 
Psalmist says, “Unless the Lord builds the house, they 
labor in vain who build it…” (Psalm 127:1). Time spent 
with God also sensitizes our hearts to His direction for our 
lives, enabling us to move gracefully with the changing 
seasons of life. 

Maintain an eternal perspective. One of the saddest 
verses in the Bible comes at the end of Paul’s ministry. 
Writing to Timothy he says, “Demas has forsaken me, 
having loved this present world…” (see 2 Timothy 4:10). 
Demas had been one of Paul’s traveling companions, 
however, when the going got tough, he chose the short-
lived comforts of this life over the eternal reward of 
faithful service. In the end, any cost we incur or price we 
pay is nothing when compared with the glory to come!
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The more one looks at the language the apostle Paul uses in 
our Philippians 3:12-14 passage, the more one is taken with 
the degree of focus expressed in his use of words: attained, 
perfected, press, lay hold, apprehended, forgetting, reaching, 
ahead, press, goal, prize, call. Paul was heading somewhere, 
and there wasn’t anything that was going to distract him. By 
Paul’s use of words, it’s obvious that he was pursuing 
something he greatly valued and had a laser-like focus on 
attaining.  

This is why many people never achieve greatness. It carries 
with it a cost. To have this degree of focus, a lot of other 
things get left behind. There is a story I heard of a piano 
virtuoso who captivated an audience by his magnificent 
performance. One woman exclaimed to him, “I would pay 
the world to play like that!” The pianist responded to her by 
saying, “Madam, that is exactly what it cost me.” 

Paul’s focus was not diffused nor was his attention 
distracted. His eyes were set on the goal — the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ. What do we prize? It’s not 
really as hard a question to answer as we might like to 

think. The answer is found in what we’re willing to sacrifice 
everything else for. If we would look at our day timer and 
checkbook, we could easily identify our priorities, because 
regardless of what we say we value, what we’re spending our 
time and money doing is where our priorities really are. 
Jesus said it this way, “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21). 

I’m sure all of us have made New Year’s resolutions at one 
time or another. Most of them evaporate by the end of the 
first week in January like the morning mist in the sunlight. 
However, if we are determined to continue with our 
commitment, whether it’s to finish our education, get in 
shape, learn a new language, or whatever, that commitment 
will at some point be tested. There will be many 
opportunities to become distracted by other interests. Other 
priorities will compete for our time. True commitment 
imposes itself on our lives and forces us to put other things 
in the background. We all know that things of true value 
come at a price. That’s why we celebrate those 
accomplishments. They are rare. if everyone was doing it, it 
might not mean so much, but not everyone has the 
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Pressing 
Step Three

I press toward the 
goal for the prize of 

the upward call of 
God in Christ Jesus. 

(Philippians 3:14)



 determination to finish what they start. I already mentioned 
Demas, Paul’s traveling companion who forsook him in a 
difficult spot, in the last article. However, that passage about 
Demas is set in the larger context of Paul’s life of service, 
which was nearing its conclusion. In the verses proceeding 
his comments about his wayward traveling companion, Paul 
says of himself: 

“For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and 
the time of my departure is at hand. I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, 
I have kept the faith. Finally, 
there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will give to me on that Day, 
and not to me only but also to 
all who have loved His 
appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:6-8) 

All the sacrifices, 
persecutions, trials, and 
betrayals were set against the 
weight of the reward he was to 
receive for faithful service, and in this light they were as 
nothing when compared to the prize that awaited. And yet, 
Paul says that this was not a reward reserved for him alone, 
but for all those who run their race with His appearing in 
view. One day we shall all stand before the Judgment Seat 
of Christ. I have heard many teach that this is a reward 
ceremony, and that is true. However, even a cursory glance 
at the scriptures where this judgment of the believers’s 
works is mentioned clearly reveals that there will be some 
accounting required of our faithfulness. 

“…each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will 
declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire 
will test each one’s work, of what sort it is. If anyone’s work 
which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward. If 
anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself 
will be saved, yet so as through fire.” (1 Corinthians 3:13-15) 

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
that each one may receive the things done in the body, 
according to what he has done, whether good or bad.” (2 
Corinthians 5:10) 

In essence the Lord will want to know what we have done 
with what we’ve been given. We all have gifts entrusted to 
us that we are called to invest for the upbuilding of the 
body of Christ (1 Peter 4:10-11). When the slothful servant 
in Matthew’s parable endeavored to offer excuses for his 

poor stewardship, they held no water with his master. 
Instead, his stewardship was stripped from him and the 
reward given to another (see Matthew 25:14-28). Even 
though Matthew’s parable about the talents is not 
specifically related to the believer’s judgment, the principle 
about faithful stewardship is still relevant. If we want to 
hear the words, “Well done, good and faithful servant,” we 
must be diligent to give ourselves to God’s purpose for our 
lives. No matter how great the obstacles or the pressure we 
face, it will all be worth it when we stand before Him on 

that day. 

The “upward” call implies that 
it goes against gravity. The 
course of this world is going 
against us, pushing in the 
opposite direction. It will be 
hard at times, and we may feel 
tempted to step back, 
compromise, or slacken to a 
more comfortable pace. This 
isn’t to say that we should not 
make time for other good and 

godly pursuits. God is not a hard task-master. In fact, Jesus 
said, “For My yoke is easy and My burden is light” (Matthew 
11:30). However, pursuing God’s purpose will come at a cost 
to the flesh. It will require sacrifice and prioritizing on a 
level some may not understand. You may find yourself 
saying, “No” to things that are good but not best. This is 
simply called discipleship. It’s not extra credit living. It’s 
what’s expected of a Christ-follower. It’s what Christians do. 

Our desire in writing these articles is to cause us all to 
reflect for just a few moments before plunging headlong 
into the New Year in the same frame of mind in which we 
ended last year. Again, a change of direction requires a 
change in thinking. It requires a determined focus on that 
which God has called us to pursue and a willingness to let 
some things behind us go — both good and bad. Your 
regrets will bog you down in condemnation while your 
reminiscence of a former glory will mire you in pride and 
complacency. If you had a bad 2017, learn from it, receive 
God’s grace, and move forward. If you had a great 2017, do 
the same. Your background does not guarantee your 
foreground, nor does it limit you from reaching new heights 
in the plan of God. Find some good traveling companions 
who will encourage you on the road and run with patient 
endurance the race that is set before you. Eventually, you 
will spot the finish line and the reward that lies on the 
other side.
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Normally, the rearview mirror reflects those things that 
are behind us, which grow more and more distant and 
indistinct as we continue to move forward toward our 
destination. Even large objects that might take up the 
entire field of vision in that mirror soon diminish and 
ultimately fade from view as we move forward and 
continue on our journey. We can learn a lot from a good 
rearview mirror. 

Some people, even Christians, have a hard time letting 
certain things fade into the background of their lives 
and disappear. A rearview mirror is uniquely positioned 
to keep the image of what is behind us still before our 
eyes, even while we are endeavoring to look forward to 
where we’re going. Likewise, a guilty conscience may 
cause one to keep past sins and mistakes in view, 
clouding the vision of tomorrow with an image of 
yesterday’s failure. 

Some, who refuse to pry their eyes away from that 
image of what’s behind them, can lose site of the road 
that’s before them altogether, allowing condemnation to 
reverse their direction as they revisit the moment of 
their failure again and again. They may feel stuck, 
unable to put their life “into drive” again until they feel 
forgiven, choosing to let feelings and emotions of guilt 
control them rather than faith in God’s Word, which 
tells us we are forgiven the moment we acknowledge 
our sin to God (see 1 John 1:9). The Bible is clear that 
we walk by faith and not by sight, and sometimes the 
only way to put distance between us and our past is to 
simply put our life in gear again. As we choose to move 
forward by faith, the disparity between faith and feeling 
is bridged and the healing of our heart can begin. 

Christ’s blood was shed to clear the reflection of 
yesterday’s wrongdoing that stains our wounded 
conscience. Only the blood of Christ has power to 
remove the dark mark of sin upon the soul, restore our 
heart, and make it whole. God does not want us trying 
to pay for our sins on the installment plan, regularly 
revisiting our failure and reliving the shame. No, Christ 
paid it all, and the only way to do honor to His sacrifice 
is to realize that it was made to release us from all 
shame, that the imprint of sin on our conscience may 
be completely removed. 

So, put some distance between you and your yesterdays. 
The sooner you start moving forward again, the sooner 
the objects in your mirror will be replaced with a new 
view. Your feelings will soon catch up with your faith, 
the wounds of your conscience will heal, and your 
confidence in His purpose for your life will be restored. 

After all, the same Peter who denied Christ on the eve 
of his crucifixion was the Peter who saw three thousand 
souls come to faith on the day of Pentecost less than 
two months later. The Moses who killed the Egyptian 
and became a fugitive on the backside of the desert was 
the very same Moses who became the wonder-working 
deliver of God’s covenant people. The same David who 
failed morally was the king whom God called, “A man 
after My own heart.” The vision of your past failures can 
truly be replaced by a bright expectation for tomorrow, 
and your best days can honestly be just down the road 
ahead.  

(The Road Ahead is an excerpt from Dr. Randy’s book, 
Immutable: Changeless Truth For A Changing World)

THE ROAD AHEAD

D E V O T I O N A L  M O M E N T

“Just think how much more the blood of Christ will purify our 
consciences from sinful deeds so that we can worship the living 

God. For by the power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered 
himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for our sins.”  

(Hebrews 9:14 New Living Translation)



West Kern Christian Center is a Spirit-filled, Bible teaching, Word of Faith Church, located at 1000 6th Street in Taft, 
California. Our services are contemporary, and our dress is casual. 

Whether you’re a “lifer” or you’ve never been to church in your whole life, we believe you’ll be comfortable among our 
warm and friendly church family. Join us! You will be very welcome, and we know that God will meet you here.  

He always does. He’s just like that! 

For more information: 
Website: wkcconnet.org 

Email: info@wkcconnect.org 
Phone:(661) 623-5001 

“God gives the lonely a home.  
He leads prisoners out with joy…” 

Psalm 68:6

Connecting Point

If you’re wanting to connect with West 
Kern Christian Center, our website is a 
great way to begin! Get to know our 
pastors, our doctrine, our location and 
service times, as well as a host of other 
relevant info! 

Also, take time to avail yourself to all the 
free resources on the site. If you’d like to 
be added to our mailing list, you can fill 
out a contact form on the Contact page. 
To access the website, log on to 
wkcconnect.org.

Randy Lane Bunch Ministries new site 
contains the WKCC podcast, Dr. Randy’s 
blog, Connecting Point Magazine and 
more! This is Dr. Randy’s newest website, 
designed to provide a rich, comprehensive 
media ministry experience. The resources 
are free and updated regularly. 

 Also, if you would like to purchase Dr. 
Randy’s books, you may do so by clicking 
on the links provided. Just go to 
randylanebuncn.org. 

Writing has become a huge passion for 
Pastor Randy, and Word Press has provided 
a perfect platform for keeping his 
frequently updated blog available to those 
who want to follow him.  

Just go to the website and click the 
“Follow” button to follow Pastor Randy, and 
an article will arrive in your inbox every time 
a new one is posted to the blog. To access 
Pastor’s Blog, log on at 
randybunch.wordpress.com.

From the beginning it has been our vision to provide resource rich websites and materials that will minister to the needs of God’s people.  
From these sites you can access our podcast, discover our radio program air dates and times, as well as read our blog,  

access our Healing School materials and much, much more. The best part? It’s all free of charge!
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