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First Word:
In the Absence
of Absolutes
Editor: Dr. Randy Lane Bunch
“If there is no God, then everything is
permitted.” Dostoyevsky, The Brothers
Karamazov

we’ll find there is no bottom to what man is
capable of on his own.
The greatest irony of our relativistic age, as I
see it, is just how sensitive everyone seems to

Whether or not the actual quote belongs to

be. Trigger phrases and safe spaces are now a

Dostoyevsky in his famous novel or not, the

part of our 21st Century lexicon, despite the

truth it represents is certainly valid. If there is

fact that values are supposed to be relative.

no transcendent moral law Giver, then there is

How can anyone claim anything is offensive if

no transcendent moral law. Ethics, values, and

everyone is free to determine what is

morals all become relative and are all up for

acceptable for themselves? If morals are truly

grabs, subject to being redefined by any

subjective, you should be giving me the right

individual or society.

to determine what is acceptable for me, even if

However, in truth, this does not seem to be the

it means saying and doing things that violate

case. We have an inherent sense that there are

your sense of decency. After all, it’s all built on

some things that are simply wrong for all

preference…right?

people for all time. Murder, deceit, treachery —

The absurdities multiply when we consider that

we might disagree on the fine print, but we all

we are living in a day when even scientific fact

know that there are certain things that cannot

is trumped by personal preference. Not long

be permitted in a civilized society.

ago, I saw some kind of symposium being

However, that does not seem to keep people

conducted at a college campus. When one of

from doing their best to justify as permissible

the doctors on the panel mentioned that our

the things they want to do, regardless of how

gender is hardwired into every cell of our

society has judged in the past. This is why we

being and not limited to our outward

need an objective reference point that

“plumbing,” several students stormed out of

transcends time and place to serve as the

the room, claiming the doctor’s comments

measure of all things moral. This edition of

amounted to fascism. Where will our society

Connecting Point Magazine is dedicated to this

end up when facts are called fascism and truth

question - a question we must have answered

is trumped by preference? Just look around.

lest we lose all sense of direction. If we do,

We’re living in the beginnings of it now.
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The Love of the Truth

Dr. Randy Lane Bunch

“The coming of the lawless one is according
to the working of Satan, with all power,
signs, and lying wonders, and with all
unrighteous deception among those who
perish, because they did not receive the love
of the truth, that they might be saved. And
for this reason God will send them strong
delusion, that they should believe the lie,
that they all may be condemned who did not
believe the truth but had pleasure in
unrighteousness.” (1 Thessalonians 2:9-12)
Connecting Point Magazine • Fall, 2019
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One might assume that people who are

culture has slapped a label of sanction on

deceived are merely innocent victims.

behavior that would have once been viewed

Someone might say, “They just didn’t know any

by all good society as reprehensible. Today,

better and were duped by the conniving and

however, many dismiss such moral objections

deceitful.” However, the scriptures indicate that

as an out of date anachronism with a laugh and

this is often not the case. No one will ever be

a wave. A thousand walls of restraint have

able to say to God, “We just didn’t know any

crumbled in our society, and yet this is

better.” God has revealed Himself to man in

supposed to be without cost? Despite this

numerous ways. Indeed, the scriptures tell us

apparent freedom to choose one’s "own" truth,

that the very creation bears testimony to His

many still find plenty to be offended by when

existence (Psalm 19:1-4, Romans
1:20). Beyond that, God’s
objective moral truth is written
upon the tablet of man’s
conscience, inciting him to justify
himself whenever external
behavior crosses internal
boundaries (Romans 2:14-15).

others disagree with their point

“If morality is
truly subjective,
what empowers
anyone to call
anything bad or
offensive?”

of view.
Perhaps nothing demonstrates
the incoherence of our present
cultural moment more than the
tendency for so many to claim to
be offended and outraged at the
views of others when we’re all

Today, we see a moral revolution

supposed to be free to define

going on right before our eyes.

right and wrong for ourselves. If

Standards that were once universally accepted

morality is truly subjective, what empowers

as good and true are being supplanted by a

anyone to call anything bad or offensive?

post-truth culture that insists that subjective

If people will believe what they want to believe

feelings trump objective truth. In fact, “truth"
has been relativized and personalized to suit
the preference of the individual, like license
plates and nail color. This, of course,
conveniently removes moral accountability by
simply changing the rules of reality. Simply put,
we believe what we want to believe, recreating
right and wrong in our own image. Critical
thinking and logic are no longer sufficient to
settle matters of morality when one’s subjective
opinion is enough to swing the vote.

about something as fundamental as right and
wrong, they will certainly listen to someone
who will tell them what they want to hear,
regardless of its dubious connection with the
truth. Paul warned of a day when men would
heap to themselves preachers and prophets
who would tickle their ears (2 Timothy 4:3). He
said, “…they will turn their ears away from the
truth, and be turned aside to fables” (2 Timothy
4:4). This is not deception in the way we often
think of it. This is an intentional turning from

We see this in the gender identity crisis in our

the truth to hear something less demanding

nation as well as a thousand and one other

and exacting. Who wants to hear the truth

areas of cultural confusion. The hook-up

when the lie will allow me to live as I please?
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The prophets in the Old Testament often lost

even modest words of dissent are considered

their lives standing up for the law of God and

trigger-words or micro-aggressions.

calling the sinful nation to repent, but today

In short, our society is being trained to see the

our society is creating its own prophets. They
have always been among us, but today they
are proliferating at an alarming rate. They can
be heard in the media and entertainment
industries, on late-night talk shows and
infomercials. They speak a morality that has
uncoupled itself from the burdensome values

lie as the truth. We are seeing before our own
eyes how an entire society can flip good and
evil so that they stand in opposite places.
Standing for traditional marriage, as God
designed it, is evil, while allowing a
transgender person to follow someone’s
daughter into the women’s restroom is good.

of biblical truth and instead defends a man or

Allowing a mother to choose to terminate the

woman’s right to live on their own terms. Those

life in her womb is good, while enforcing the

who do not adhere to this new orthodoxy find

laws of our land regarding illegal immigration

themselves the target of vitriol so fierce it

is bad. Emotions run so high in these debates

undermines any hope for rational dialogue.

that the truth is completely lost in the toxic,

The goal of the adherents of this new dogma is

hate-filled climate to which our society has

to silence all opposition by shouting it down,

become subject.

flinging (or Tweeting) profane insults, or even

Growing up in church, I heard all my life of how

threatening violence. Political correctness is the
new holy book by which this new morality is
guided, and it is defended so vehemently that
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the scriptures reveal that in the end times men
would refuse to repent and call upon God,
even when terrible judgments were befalling
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them. Why wouldn’t they just cry out to God for

Jesus said, “And this is the condemnation, that

mercy and receive the grace and forgiveness

the light has come into the world, and men

He offers? My inability to conceive of this was

loved darkness rather than light, because their

due to my healthy sense of reverence for God

deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil

and my understanding of His moral authority.

hates the light and does not come to the light,

While aware that my goodness was insufficient

lest his deeds should be exposed. But he who

to qualify me as righteous, I knew that He had

does the truth comes to the light, that his

made a way whereby I could receive His

deeds may be clearly seen, that they have

righteousness as a gift through the redeeming

been done in God.” (John 3:19-21).

work of Christ. Why wouldn’t everyone want

In the end, we have to choose whether we will

that?

be lovers or rejecters of truth. We can choose

It was a question of innocence and naivety. Not

to be deceived if we want to follow our own,

everyone wants God. Not everyone wants to

carnal passions, or we can submit to God,

hear the truth. Those who don’t are ready to

surrender our lives to pursue truth, and allow

hear something else – sometimes anything

Him to reshape our passions for His glory.

else. Thus, when God sends the “strong

What we cannot do is adjust the truth to our

delusion” to those who are deceived, it is not

liking. It is both immutable and non-

an act of vengeance but acquiescence, simply

negotiable. Jesus is the embodiment of that

giving the sinner over to what he wants.

truth, and those who love the truth, love Him.
Those who choose the truth, choose Him.

Connecting Point
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Ministry Update
Connecting Point Communications

Another month, another village reached

there are really people who are so unaware of

though a Skype Crusade where many have

what God is doing in this moment.

responded to the message of the gospel and

It is said that Iran now boasts one of the fastest

bodies have been healed. We haven’t
received the numbers from the last crusade in
Pakistan yet, but the results are always
consistent. The Gospel’s power to save, heal,
and deliver is not diminished by the passing
of time or the lack of faith of those who
believe the day of miracles has passed away.

growing underground church movements in
the world, rivaled only by China. However,
friends of mine who regularly go to Pakistan
saw 93,000 saved in their last crusade, and
regular reports of Muslims coming to faith
through dreams and visions are so common
and well-documented among missionary

Since we regularly hear of the sick being

leaders that new stories hardly surprise. This is

healed, as well as other miracles of

God moving in our times, and it is so

deliverance, it is hard for me to imagine that

important for those of us in the West to know
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and appreciate the fact that great things are

disciples, “Freely you have received, freely

happening the world over!

give” (Matthew 10:8b). We are all debtors, not

I recently read a report that stated that outside

because we are paying God back for our

the United States, conversion rates to
Christianity are exceeding the birth rate in the

salvation (no amount of service could do that),
but because that with which we have been

world. So much is happening, and we who

entrusted is too important to keep to ourselves.

have been blessed with so much have a debt to

Number 2: Paul said, “I’m ready (v. 15). Most of

those who have yet to hear the good news.

us are not ready. Let’s be honest, even if

That is why we do what we do. In addition to

someone were to ask us a reason for the hope

our Skype Crusades, we are on television in
much of the developing world as well as in
other markets closer to home. We write, we
broadcast, we stream, and anything else we
can to get the message of the gospel out there!
What has made this possible, of course, is the
faithful support of our partners. It’s not that we
have so many of them, but those we have are
faithful to support the vision! We all need to be
motivated to do our part in reaching the world
and fulfilling the great commission. We are to
be disciples making disciples.
In his epistle to the Romans, the apostle Paul
revealed what motivated him to reach the
world of his day:
“I am a debtor both to Greeks and to
barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. So, as
much as is in me, I am ready to preach the
gospel to you who are in Rome also. For I am
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the
power of God to salvation for everyone who
believes, for the Jew first and also for the
Greek” (Romans 1:14-16).
Number 1: Paul said, “I’m a debtor” (v. 14) We
often don’t have the sense of indebtedness we
should have. Having been saved ourselves, we
should remember the words of Jesus to His
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we have in Christ, (see 1 Peter 3:15), would we
be up to the challenge? Most of the Church
world in the west would not be ready for such
an opportunity, and too seldom do we go
looking for them. It’s good for us to ask
ourselves, “Are my feet so shod with the
preparation of the gospel of peace that I am
ever-ready to give a reason of the hope I have
in Christ?”
Number 3: Paul said, “I am not ashamed” (v.
16). Paul had confidence in his “commodity”
because he knew first hand the life-changing
power of the gospel. I have never been a great
salesperson. I never saw it as one of my
strengths, but years ago when I found a dietary
supplement that really worked for me, I talked
about it everywhere I went. Not only was I
excited about the results I was getting, but they
were obvious and apparent for all to see. Our
own changed life is what provides the platform
of credibility from which a bold witness can be
given. There are untold millions counting on us
to be the witness they need to lead them to the
truth. Remember these three commitments:
I AM A DEBTOR (Romans 1:14)
I AM READY (Romans 1:15)
I AM NOT ASHAMED! (Romans 1:16)
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The Insidious
Nature of
Relativism
Brandon Gunderson

Seacula decima et
quinta decima

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed
diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore
magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam,
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.

Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the
wild animals that the Lord God had made. He said
to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘you can’t eat
from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to
the serpent, “We may eat the fruit from the trees
in the garden. But about the fruit of the tree in the
middle of the garden, God said, ‘You must not eat
it or touch it or you will die.’” “No! You will not
die” the serpent said to the woman. “In fact, God
knows that when you eat it your eyes will be
opened and you will be like God, knowing good
Contact us:
and evil.” Genesis 3:1-5 CSB
Connecting Point Magazine • Fall, 2019
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As we take a deeper look at this conversation

are no absolutes,” we see a clear logical

between the Devil and Eve in the garden, we

fallacy. The premise, “there are no absolutes,”

see the main agenda or tactic the devil used in

contradicts itself since making that claim is, by

diluting the truth for the very first time. From

definition, stating an absolute. Despite this

the very beginning of humankind, we see the

logical fallacy, this worldview has become very

introduction of relativism and the insidious

popular in our American culture. This

nature it perpetuates. How insidious is it to use

worldview has, on the surface, a very

a truthful statement and twist it to fit an

enchanting quality, doesn’t it? It allows

agenda that inevitably changed the very

everyone to be more inclusive and seemingly

nature of humankind forever! The term

tolerant in a very diverse culture. “Aren’t those

relativism, even though a relatively modern

good ideas to have?” you might ask. The

term (no pun intended), was and is the very

answer is, “Yes, of course they are,” but not at

tactic the Devil used to create
the rift between Adam and Eve
but even more significantly
between them and God. How
far was our fall, when one goes
from intimacy with Absolute
Goodness to separation from
that Goodness? The very innate
sense of moral obligation was
diluted, and the doubting of
truth began. So far, I’ve
illustrated that relativism is an

the expense of our moral
obligation to truth and, most

“Relativism: the
doctrine that
knowledge,
truth, and
morality exist in
relation to
culture, society,
or historical
context and are
not absolute.”

importantly, not at the expense
of our relationship to the Author
of that truth. Also remember, I
stated that this worldview has
seemingly made us more
tolerant, but if we look at the
real definition of tolerance, we
see that we aren’t being tolerant
as a culture at all. Our culture
has twisted the meaning of

act of diluting the truth, but let’s
take a look at what relativism is
defined as today. Wikipedia defines relativism
as follows:
“Relativism: the doctrine that knowledge, truth,
and morality exist in relation to culture, society,
or historical context and are not absolute.”

tolerance. For example,
Wikipedia defines tolerance as:
“All views are equally valid; no view is better
than another.”
So, if that definition is true and we have a view
such as “Jesus is the only way to the Father,”
we would be considered intolerant, but such a

According to this definition, we could go so

criticism would be in contradiction to the

far as to say that truth is simply based on

premise that all views are equally valid! If I’m

cultural or social conditioning or, more simply

being intolerant, you are being equally

stated, there are no absolutes. However, in

intolerant of my intolerance! Do you see the

taking a closer look at the statement, “there

circular reasoning here? In an article written by

Connecting Point Magazine • Fall, 2019
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author and founder of Stand to Reason, Greg

indifference to the truth claims we as

Koukl, called The Intolerance of Tolerance, he

Christians hold dear. With Europe being

stated the classical view of tolerance as

almost completely secularized, our very

follows:

culture here is becoming very hostile towards

“Tolerate persons in all circumstances, by

Christians at an alarming rate. I can hear the

according them respect and courtesy even
when their ideas are false or silly. Tolerate (i.e.,
allow) behavior that is moral and consistent
with the common good. Finally, tolerate (i.e.,
embrace and believe) ideas that are sound.”
We can agree that it’s a bad idea to build a
straw house on the coast of Florida,
considering the impact of tropical storms in
that particular area. However, if the first
premise made by our cultural view of
tolerance were true, it should also be
considered a good idea to build the straw
house on the Florida coast, and this is simply
nonsensical. There is no way to be consistent
with the first premise of that worldview. Just
take a look at social media and you will get a
very clear idea how selectively tolerant our
culture really is. I believe the insidious nature

Devil now: “Did God really say that Christianity
is the only way to knowing truth? Doesn’t it
make more sense that He would create more
ways to know Him?” I bet Eve thought that she
would become enlightened; that by eating the
fruit in the middle of the Garden she would
become like God and know both good and
evil. It sounds to me like the movement in the
18th century was simply the second act of The
Garden repeating itself in more recent history.
As Christians, we have become the minority,
whether we want to admit to it or not. The
George Barna Group, a very reputable
evangelical Christian polling firm, conducted a
poll in 2018 and recorded that:
“…only 53% of American adults in our country
who used the Bible in the last week questioned
whether or not the Bible applies to their lives.”

of relativism has conditioned us to
become indifferent to moral absolutes
and therefore indifferent to God
Himself. This indifference has been
defined as secularism, which was
birthed out of the age of The
Enlightenment in the 18th century.
While researching this movement of
philosophical enlightenment, there is
an overwhelming sense that this
movement created an environment of
hostility towards Christianity in general
and more specifically created the

Connecting Point Magazine • Fall, 2019
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This same firm also revealed that:

ought to be teachers, you need someone to

“…1/3 of Generation Z, which are those born

teach you the basic principles of God’s

between 1999 to 2015 identify as atheists or
agnostic.”
I would say that’s very alarming. The truth of the
Gospel has become irrelevant to the point that
our own secular culture believes that what
Christians believe is no different than believing
in unicorns and leprechauns.

revelation again. You need milk, not solid food.
Now everyone who lives on milk is
inexperienced with the message about
righteousness, because he is an infant. But
solid food is for the mature – for those whose
senses have been trained to distinguish
between good and evil.”
We need to wake up and

Christianity in our culture, like
that of Europe, has become
anti-intellectual. I’ve lost count
of how many Christians I’ve
spoken with that don’t even
know what Christian
Apologetics is, and when they
learn what it is, a large majority
of them feel it is a useless
branch of theology. The truth
claims we believe have
become unreasonable to the
eyes of our secular, post-truth
culture for the simple fact that
we don’t know how defend
those truth claims effectively.

The truth of the
Gospel has become
irrelevant to the
point that our own
secular culture
believes that what
Christians believe is
the same as
believing in unicorns
and leprechauns.
Christianity in our
culture, like that of
Europe, has become
anti-intellectual.

So many of us are retreating to
the shadows when we should be planting the
flag of truth boldly in the very middle of the
secular soul of our culture. Hebrews 5:11-14
gives us a very clear picture of the problem of
immaturity in our faith, which I feel is one of the
main contributors in allowing our culture to
become as secular as it is. It states:
“We have a great deal to say about this, and it’s
difficult to explain, since you’ve become too
lazy to understand. Although by this time you
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intellectualize our faith again,
while aligning that with the
power of testimony. Then we
can become a beacon on the
hill, illuminating the darkness
of the valley below. We
shouldn’t feel helpless or
afraid to share our faith. God
has commanded us to defend
our faith with arguments that
destroy the very arguments
that continue to bombard us
from every side. We must
never get comfortable with
where we are in our journey
with the Lord. Even though His

Love surpasses any knowledge we can have of
Him, He still wants us to know Him intimately,
which means with our minds as well as our
hearts. Remember, He gave us both for a
reason just like He gave us knees to bow down
upon and hands to raise. In the same way, He
gave us a mind to know Him intellectually and a
heart to know Him emotionally.
1From

https://www.worthychristianforums.com/

topic/143511-the-intolerance-of-tolerance/
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When Feelings Undermine Faith

Dr. Randy Lane Bunch

Therefore you are inexcusable, O man, whoever
you are who judge, for in whatever you judge
another you condemn yourself; for you who
judge practice the same things. (Romans 2:1)
You know you’ve become your parents when

the violence the English language has

you look around and find yourself

suffered at the hands of social media.

incredulously shaking your head at what the

Hashtags are evil: plain and simple.

world has become. I’m sure that soon my kids

However, while we might rib our kids about

will begin to hear me waxing nostalgic about
“the way things used to be” or even using the
term, “back in my day.” Each aging generation
has always looked at the changes in society,
particularly those brought about in popular
culture by the younger generation, and felt a
certain disconnect with the emerging trends. I
will never understand the fascination with the
Kardashians, for example, nor can I appreciate
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what we find mildly ridiculous concerning
their generation, as our parents did to us,
there are some trends that are genuinely
alarming and signal a real danger to the
foundations of our society. In our increasingly
postmodern society, for example, objective
truth and moral absolutes have been
subverted by subjective feelings.
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This leads to genuine absurdities

other current social issues, but there are other

masquerading as reality. One area where this

ways in which we are often guilty of allowing

is perhaps most clearly seen is in the area of

our subjective feelings to shape our reality

gender identity. Subjective feelings about

rather than the objective truths of God’s Word.

one’s gender have trumped objective

After all, for the believer, there is no higher

biological fact to the degree that it is socially

authority than the Truth (capital “T”) of God’s

acceptable in many quarters to identify

Word. Thus, it should have the final say in the

oneself by the gender of one’s choice rather

way we view reality as well as the way in which

than the gender of one’s birth. If someone

we make our decisions and conduct our lives.

suffers from gender
dysphoria, we in the Church
should offer understanding
and compassion. Indeed,
regardless of the reason, we
need to demonstrate the
love of Christ toward those
dealing with any form of
gender confusion. However,
when our society decides to

However, the truth is that

Objective realities
cannot be altered by
simply wishing them
to be no matter how
many parents, public
officials, or even
Supreme Court
justices say they can.

endorse such disorders by
altering public policy to accommodate them,
it threatens to unravel our civilization’s grip on
reality. Objective realities cannot be altered by
simply wishing them to be no matter how
many parents, public officials, or even
Supreme Court justices say they can. The
universe simply does not work that way, and
enabling or encouraging someone’s delusion
in the name of tolerance is not demonstrating
love toward the sufferer.

this is not always the case.
Let me give you a simple
example from which you can
then extrapolate the
principle into other areas of
Christian life and conduct.
Let’s just use the issue of
forgiven sin and the new
birth. When one becomes
born again, the scriptures

clearly teach us that “if anyone is in Christ, he
is a new creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become new” (2
Corinthians 5:17). In other words, regardless
of how criminal or vile our past might have
been, when one is born again, the old is gone
and the new has come. We receive a clean
slate and a new identity in Christ. God no
longer sees us as the old sinner we were but
as a new creation in Christ. All believers would

For believers, all of this is obvious enough. We

agree with these statements. They are

see sociological phenomena like these, shake

fundamental Christian doctrines. However, in

our heads in disbelief, and wonder where it

the Church we can sometimes speak of

will all lead. However, we can do so blind to

people we know in the light of who they were

the fact that we are often guilty of doing the

before they came to Christ rather than

same kind of thing in our own context. We

acknowledging who they are now in the light

may not do it regarding gender identity or

of God’s regenerating work in their lives.
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We may view such people’s experience with

to death, I cast my vote against them. And I

God with suspicion simply because of our

punished them often in every synagogue and

knowledge of their past. However, if God’s

compelled them to blaspheme; and being

Word is true, they are not the same person

exceedingly enraged against them, I

they were before, and we should not continue

persecuted them even to foreign cities. (Acts

to see them in the light of the person they

26:9-11)

used to be (see 2 Corinthians 5:16). We are

After Paul’s conversion on the road to

letting our subjective feelings undermine our
faith in what we profess to believe is the
bedrock of all objective reality – the Word of
God.

Damascus, it took some time for a suspicious
Church to accept the legitimacy of Saul’s
conversion. Ultimately, it was through the
testimony of Barnabas, the well-respected and

I have often wondered what it was like for the

trusted disciple, that Paul was finally accepted

apostle Paul, who was formerly Saul, the

by the Church. I can’t help but wonder what it

ambitious and tireless persecutor of the

was like for him when he first joined those

Church. By his own testimony, he pursued this

saints in worship. Did he have to look into the

career of Christian persecution with all his

eyes of children whom he had made orphans

might. In his testimony before Agrippa, he

or widows whose husbands he had sent to

states:

their deaths? I don’t know, but I have to

Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things

believe that the possibility is very real. Yet, so

contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. This
I also did in Jerusalem, and many of the saints I
shut up in prison, having received authority
from the chief priests; and when they were put
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convinced was the Church of the truth of
God’s Word and the power of the gospel, that
Paul was able to rise in the ranks of the
Church’s leadership until he became the man
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whose name is the one most identified with

us when we take responsibility for our sins,

Christianity outside of Jesus Himself. This was

who are we to judge ourselves as anything

not just the result of a Church that was

less than forgiven? Or why should we allow

gracious and forgiving, but one that was

ourselves to be moved off the solid ground of

willing to set aside their personal, subjective

truth on which our lives are to be built simply

feelings about Paul and believe the objective

because of the fickle feelings others have

truths of God’s Word regarding His

about us? The subjective feelings of others do

redemptive work in the
future apostle’s life.
The same thing applies to us
as believers regarding our
sins and missteps. We all
miss the mark – some of us
more notably than others.
While all sin might be “sin,”

not determine our reality.

The subjective
feelings of others do
not determine our
reality. God’s Word
does that, for God’s
Word is truth.

there are some things that
are harder for society, even Church society, to

God’s Word does that, for
God’s Word is truth.
Likewise, until we are ready
to see others in the light of
their identity in Christ,
through the lens of His
blood which has washed
them clean of past sin, we
are just as guilty as our culture

forgive. We might find it difficult to forgive

for abandoning truth for our own feelings.

ourselves for such failures. Many believers

There are many such areas like this, where

never rise from a significant fall but rather live

faith in objective truth is too often undermined

in the shadow of guilt and shame, even

by our subjective feelings, simply because we

though forgiveness is provided for every sin.

have not committed to honor the immutable

As 1 John 1:9 declares, “If we confess our sins,

truth of God’s Word above all else. The

He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and

tendency can be subtle sometimes, but it has

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

the effect of making us inconsistent in the way

Sometimes, this inability to recover from our

we see ourselves and others. It also causes us

failures is the result of the individual simply

to fall short of the victory we have in Christ

not forgiving himself for disappointing those

and the abundant life He died to provide us.

he loved, while other times it might come

Perhaps one reason the world has had a

from the sidelong looks he receives from
others in the Church who refuse to see him in
the light of God’s grace and forgiveness.

difficult time taking us seriously is that we have
not taken God’s Word as seriously as we
should. Our faith should always govern our

This is doing the very same thing for which we

feelings and not the other way around. We

criticize the world – allowing subjective

have inherited a Kingdom which cannot be

feelings to undermine and subvert the

shaken, and no subjective feeling to the

objective truth of God’s Word. If God forgives

contrary can ever change that.
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LAST WORD:
Recognizing God’s Voice: Unlikely Prophets

“John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of
repentance for the remission of sins. Then all the land of Judea,
and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were all baptized
by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins.” Mark 1:4-5
It seems just like yesterday that we were

and restored hope. Nothing like John had

bemoaning the Church’s loss of influence in

really been seen before. He was a messenger

our culture. We were washed up and seen as

crying in the wilderness, pointing the way to

irrelevant. Some were suggesting a retreat

the Lord who was soon to arrive.

from the culture so as not to lose the last

Now, in our day Kanye West is holding church

vestiges of the faith to the tide of secularism
that seemed to be sweeping the nation. We
should have known better.

services in which thousands are being saved,
Justin Bieber is leading in worship in his own
concerts, and Donald Trump is the most pro-

It’s always at such times that God comes

life, pro-religion President we’ve seen in

forward with an unorthodox answer. In the

recent memory (love him or hate him, it’s true).

time just before Jesus made his ministry

Only a few years ago, I would have thought it

public, it was John the Baptist who was used
to pave the way. He was gruff, untidy, and
certainly unorthodox (the dude ate bugs). And
yet, it was to a discouraged and subjugated
people that his message of repentance came
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unlikely that God could have used any of
them. I’ll never doubt God’s ability to recruit
the unlikely again. After all, Paul started out as
a persecutor of the Church. God always has a
voice, if we’ll recognize the messenger.
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CONNECTING POINT
MEDIA RESOURCES
From the beginning it has been our vision to provide resource rich websites and materials that will
minister to the needs of God’s people. From these sites you can access our podcast, find links to our
YouTube channel, as well as read our blog, access our Healing School materials, and much, much more.
The best part? It’s all free of charge!

Randy Lane Bunch's personal ministry for Connecting

Connecting Point Church is the name of the church that

Point Communications is found at randylanebunch.org,

Dr. Randy and his wife, Maria, pastor in their home town

and contains links to the Connecting Point Podcast, Dr.

of Taft, California. Additionally, they lead North East

Randy’s Blog, Connecting Point Magazine, and much

Christian Church in Bakersfield, California

more! This ministry website is designed to provide a rich,

(nechristian.net). The church website, connectingpc.org,

comprehensive media ministry experience. The

contains some of the content Dr. Randy’s personal site

resources (except for Dr. Randy’s books) are free and

has, along with directions to the church and service times.

updated regularly. Remember, Dr. Randy is available to

You can contact via email at info@connectingpc.org to

speak at your church or ministry event. To contact him,

request Dr. Randy to speak at your church or ministry

simply email him at info@connectinpc.org.

event.
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